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Book Reviews 253 

Later Essays. 191 7-1920. By Austin Dobson. Oxford University Press. 
1921. Pp. 180. 

The death of Austin Dobson on September 2, 1921, removed 
a writer of humane spirit, scholarly mind and gracious style. 
His knowledge of eighteenth century English writers was as deli- 
cate as it was extensive. The present — the tenth — volume of 
his studies continues to illustrate this fine sympathy. It contains 
six characteristic essays, and A Casual Causerie. Dobson did 
especially fine work in the studies of Fielding, Goldsmith, Steele, 
Walpole and Fanny Burney, while his persuasive and facile 
Anglicization of the ballade and rondeau has proved him both a 
master craftsman and a high-bred poet, with something of the 
quality of his admired Praed, Gay and Prior. 



The Art of Biography. By William Roscoe Thayer. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 1920. Pp. viii, 155. 

This is a new member of the Page-Barbour Foundation Lec- 
ture Series, issued for the University of Virginia. It deals, in 
three thoughtful and urbane lectures, with the art of biography 
from antiquity to and including the nineteenth century. The 
newer view of the duty and function of the historian is finely set 
forth in the lecture on Biography in Antiquity ; and the little 
appreciations of Eginhard's Life of the Emperor Charlemagne, 
Cavendish's Life of Cardinal Wolsey, Boswell's Life of Johnson 
(the secret of whose charm is happily analyzed), Lockhart's 
Life of Scott, and the biographical works of Carlyle, are frank, 
tonic, and humanely critical. We are, however, a little staggered 
to find on page 84 the phrase "an Autobiography of Johnson by 
himself" ; while the English of the foreword (not, we are sure, 
Dr. Thayer's) leaves something to be desired. 



